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Before we share together the bread and the wine today to remember the
loving way our Lord laid down his life that we might be reconciled to God
we will take some lessons from the example of the prophet Jeremiah.
Jeremiah was the prophet God sent to the people of Jerusalem and Judah
in those last days before God brought His final punishment upon the them
for their wickedness. We read of the period that he prophesied in Jeremiah
1:1-3: “The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were
in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin: To whom the word of the LORD came
in the days of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, in the thirteenth
year of his reign. It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah
king of Judah, unto the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of
Josiah king of Judah, unto the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the
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From this we realise that Jeremiah continued to warn and exhort the people
for 40 years — nearly his whole life was spent in this work.. For those
last 40 years of the kingdom of Judah Jeremiah had faithfully been telling
the people to repent and turn to God or God would send the Babylonian army
down to destroy Jerusalem and the temple and take the people captive into
Babylon. The sad fact is that as we have been reading through the prophecy
we see that the people, in the main, did not listen to the warnings God
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As we have read through Jeremiah 18 to 20 this past week we have seen God
show Jeremiah how thorough the destruction would be on Jerusalem. We have
also seen the way the people ill-treated Jeremiah as he gave this message
to the people in Jerusalem. Let us just look again at what we have read
and think about the lessons in this incident. FRAIIZERE 20— & B st HE
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In chapter 18 Jeremiah was told, “Arise, and go down to the potter’ s house,
and there I will cause thee to hear my words” (v2). God was going to use
the example of the potter as he moulded the moist clay into the shape that
he wanted to show how He had tried to mould the people of Israel into
following His ways. Jeremiah watched the potter as the clay was skilfully
shaped by his hands. I think we have all been impressed by the potter’s
skill if we have seen one at work. 7F 18 &, MUXTHRRPKi: “frick, T
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Jeremiah saw that if the clay did not go into the shape the potter wished
then he would patiently rework the clay and remake the vessel. Having seen
this, Yahweh said to Jeremiah: “0 house of Israel, cannot I do with you
as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter’ s
hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel” (v6). God was trying to
shape Israel to walk in His ways but they were continually rebellious to
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The message to Israel was very clear: “At what instant I shall speak

concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull
down, and to destroy it; If that nation, against whom I have pronounced,
turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto
them” (v7-8). God had pronounced his judgment upon Israel because of their
sins — Babylon was coming as God s way to punish them. However if they
responded to Him through His word then He would turn from His judgment
upon them. Having seen the lesson of the potter Jeremiah was told to now
go to Judah and tell them of the judgement to come upon them if they did
not “return ye now every one from his evil way, and make your ways and
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In all this we see the mercy of God extended to the nation. He had been
pleading through Jeremiah for many years, calling upon them to repent.
If only they had listened God would then mould them into the shape He
desired. MIXEEFATHE B 1 FON XA K E 2 iR KR 2 EH
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There is a very clear lesson in this for ourselves. We too are called by
God to be moulded to a shape. We read of this in Romans 8:28-29: “We know
that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also
did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might
be the firstborn among many brethren”. Through God’ s Word we are to be
shaped into the replica of the Son of God. Our character is be be like
his. At times pressure is placed upon us to shape and correct us. If we
allow this to happen then we will be shaped as God wants us, into the image
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When Jeremiah gave his message to the people they said: “There is no hope:
but we will walk after our own devices, and we will every one do the
imagination of his evil heart” (v12). They would not respond to the
guidance from God. They were determined to do their own will. They would
not be moulded by God. Because of this they would be cast out of the land
and taken into captivity. Thus God said: “Because my people hath forgotten
me, they have burned incense to vanity, and they have caused them to
stumble in their ways from the ancient paths, to walk in paths, in a way
not cast up...I will scatter them as with an east wind before the enemy”
(v15-17) - the clay would not respond and therefore it was to be cast aside
by God. This carries a very sober warning for us all. Will we examine
ourselves now and see if we are allowing ourselves to be moulded by God
to conform to the image of Christ or are we determined to “walk after our
own devices”, and “do the imagination of our evil heart”? 4HEFKIE#H
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Instead of the people listening to Jeremiah they planned to persecute him:
"Then said they, Come, and let us devise devices against Jeremiah; for



the law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor
the word from the prophet. Come, and let us smite him with the tongue,
and let us not give heed to any of his words” (v18). Not only did this
evil people reject the word of God that Jeremiah spoke, but they also
wanted to persecute him. What Jeremiah did next is a wonderful example
for us all to follow. He did not argue with them, but rather turned to
Yahweh in prayer: “Give heed unto me O Yahweh” (v19). He called upon God
to judge them for their wickedness in rejecting the words that he spoke.
When we suffer persecution for speaking God’ s word, let us turn to God
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As we move into the next chapter Jeremiah is now told: “Go and get a
potter’ s earthen bottle, and take of the ancients of the people, and of
the ancients of the priests; And go forth unto the valley of the son of
Hinnom” (19:1-2). The Valley of Hinnom is on the south side of the city
of Jerusalem outside the city wall. It was in this valley that the wicked
practices of idolatry were committed. Here the people even burnt their
children to the god Molech. We read of this in 2 Chronicles 33:6: “He caused
his children to pass through the fire in the valley of the son of Hinnom:
also he observed times, and used enchantments, and used witchcraft, and
dealt with a familiar spirit, and with wizards: he wrought much evil in
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Notice the contrast here. In the previous chapter Jeremiah went to see
the clay being moulded in the hands of the potter—it was soft clay that
could be moulded. Now he was told to take a bottle that had been shaped
from clay and then dried in the heat so that it no longer could be
moulded-its shape was fixed and final. VEERIXEA XA, &,
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So Jeremiah took the elders and priests and the clay bottle out to the
Valley of Hinnom and spoke these words: “I will make this city desolate,



and an hissing; every one that passeth thereby shall be astonished and
hiss because of all the plagues thereof. And I will cause them to eat the
flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daughters, and they shall eat
every one the flesh of his friend in the siege and straitness, wherewith
their enemies, and they that seek their lives, shall straiten them” (v8-9).
His message was that because they had not allowed themselves to be moulded
by the hand of God but had set themselves to do evil they were to be
destroyed. To impress the utter hopeless destruction that would come upon
them he smashed the earthen bottle that he had in his hands. As he did
this he said: “Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Even so will I break this
people and this city, as one breaketh a potter’ s vessel, that cannot be
made whole again: and they shall bury them in Tophet, till there be no
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The message was clear. Because they refused to be moulded by the word of
God they were therefore of no value and would be smashed, never to be used
again. God was showing the leaders of the nation that final judgement was
certainly coming. Jeremiah then returned into the city and “stood in the
court of Yahweh’ s house”. His message was: “Behold, I will bring upon this
city and upon all her towns all the evil that I have pronounced against
it, because they have hardened their necks, that they might not hear my
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These people were living at the end of the age for them. God’ s judgment
was about to violently break forth upon them because they refused to hear
His Word and do it. There is a warning in this for us today. We live at
the end of the age. Jesus Christ is about to return, bringing the judgments
of God on this evil world. Are we keeping separate from the world and
striving to be moulded by God s Word, or are we walking in our own ways
and following the imaginations of our own heart? These are the questions
we must ask ourselves as we prepare to take the bread and wine. X4¢Pq
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The incident in chapter 20 shows what happened next. We are told: "Now
Pashur the son of Immer the priest, who was also chief governor in the
house of Yahweh, heard that Jeremiah prophesied these things. Then Pashur
smote Jeremiah the prophet, and put him in the stocks that were in the
high gate of Benjamin, which was by the house of Yahweh” (20:1-2). What
awicked thing to do! Instead of humbly listening to the words Yahweh spoke
they refused to hear, and then punished Jeremiah for telling them the truth.
Here again is a test for us. What do we do if a brother or sister comes
to give us some guidance because we need it. Do we get angry and refuse
to hear or do we humble ourselves and thank them and try harder to follow
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As we read through Chapter 20 we see that when Pashur released Jeremiah
Jeremiah told him what punishment would befall him for refusing the Word
of God. He said: “Thou, Pashur, and all that dwell in thine house shall
go into captivity: and thou shalt come to Babylon, and there thou shalt
die, and shalt be buried there, thou, and all thy friends, to whom thou
hast prophesied lies” (v6). These false prophets refused to believe that
God would punish “His people” or “His city Jerusalem”. They believed that
God would never do that, but Jeremiah told Pashur straightly that Babylon
would come and he and his house would go into captivity there. Just as
Jeremiah prophesied so it came to pass— Babylon came, destroyed the city
and the temple and the Jews were taken away into captivity to Babylon.
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We have looked at three chapters and seen the way Jeremiah faithfully
preached the words God gave him to speak. We see that he suffered

persecution for doing this. Sometimes it was verbal criticism and bitter
condemnation and other times it was physical persecution like when he



spent the night in the stocks. What strengthened him to keep faithfully
preaching for those 40 years? Did he find it easy? Certainly not. Let us
finish by looking at Jeremiah’ s prayer from verses 7 to 18. Here we really
understand how Jeremiah felt because of the suffering he endured as he
faithfully served his God. We will look at just a few expressions that
tell of the stress he suffered. FAIC L T =5, FH 7 HEHFKEFALE
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He told God: ”I am become a laughing-stock all the day, every one mocketh
me” (v7). He felt the ridicule that was heaped against him for preaching
the word of God to this evil people. Do we ever refrain from preaching
because we think some may mock or laugh at us? He became so depressed by
this that he said: ”“I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more
in his name” (v9). But he found he could not do this for the power of the
word of God was so strong in him that he felt constrained to preach. He
said; “But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones,
and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay” (v9). He found he
just had to tell the people what he knew from the word of God. Do we feel
compelled to speak because we know the gospel? ABXf#Hiid: “FRKH N
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Let us never think that these faithful men of God found the work they were
given easy. There were times when he wished he had not been born as he
expressed it in versesl4-15: “Cursed be the day wherein I was born: let
not the day wherein my mother bare me be blessed. Cursed be the man who
brought tidings to my father, saying, A man child is born unto thee; making
him very glad”. These are the words of a man who deeply feels the suffering
he endures for the word of God’ s sake. He concluded his prayer with these
words: “Wherefore came I forth out of the womb to see labour and sorrow,
that my days should be consumed with shame?” (v18). AT T JI AN A
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As we have considered the example of Jeremiah we are moved by his

faithfulness under trial, his desperate desire to help his people who
would not listen. We have his example to follow. Yet as we now partake
of the bread and wine our eyes look upon a greater sufferer than Jeremiah.
We have come to remember our Lord and all that he endured that we might
be saved through him. Let us examine ourselves and strive to follow the
example of Jeremiah and our Lord in the coming week. 4312 2 FEFEHR
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Discussion Points 1. The word for “potter” in 18:2 is the same word
“formed” in Genesis 2:7 where God “formed man from the dust of the ground.
God was like a potter shaping and making man. Here are some other places
where God is spoken of as our maker like a potter. Isaiah 45:9-11; Isaiah
64:8. 2. Look at Romans 9:21-24 and consider how Paul speaks of us as clay
in God’ s hands. 3. In Jeremiah 19:2, Jeremiah was told to go to the “valley
of the son of Hinnom”. Look at the map in the back of your Bible and see
where this valley is just on the south side of Jerusalem. It may have “the
valley of Hinnom”. The Greek for “valley of Hinnom” is “Gehennah” from
“Ge which means valley and the Greek form of Hinnom which is Hennah. It
is used in Mark 9:43, 45 &47 and Matthew 10:28. Gehennah became the rubbish
dump outside the wall of Jerusalem where the rubbish of the city was burnt.
This is why it was a figure of destruction where the fire continually burnt.
The people of Jerusalem knew that when the Lord used this word he spoke
of destruction. 4. You may like to colour in the places where the word
“Gehennah” occurs in your Bible. They are — Matthew 5:22,29,30; 10:28;
18:9; 23:15,34; Mark 9:43, 45,47; Luke 12:5; James 3:6.
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