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Dear Brethren and Sisters, This morning we are going to look at the letter
written by the apostle Peter. Before we look at a few points from verse
8 of chapter three, we will look at some of the background to the epistle
— the man who wrote it, the people he wrote to and the circumstances they
were in.
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Obviously from the title of the letter, we know it was written by Peter.
Before he ascended into heaven Christ had three times instructed Peter
to ' feed my sheep’. You can read this repeated instruction in John 21.
By telling Peter to feed his sheep, Christ was instructing him to care
for the spiritual needs of his ecclesia, and in writing this epistle that
is exactly what Peter was doing. MBS NPBLEHX—EHMEHIEE 2
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Who then was Peter writing to ? I Peter 1:1 tell us. It says  Peter, an
apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered abroad throughout
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.  The word ’scattered’
in the Greek is the word * diaspora’ — which is the term that Jews not living
in Israel are known by even today. Peter was writing to Jewish believers
who were living away from Judea, but were living in various parts of the
Roman Empire. The letter was intended to be circulated among the many
ecclesias where Jewish believers met right through the empire. Peter had
been nominated as the apostle to the Jewish believers — as Paul had been
to the Gentile believers (Galatians 2:7) 1N XIME S EEHEN? L7 15
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Note that the believers are referred to by Peter as ’strangers’. They may
well have been citizens of the countries in which they lived, but
spiritually they were citizens of God s coming kingdom. They had no
spiritual allegiance to the state in which they lived. 1§ = GHEFIX
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It becomes apparent, on reading through the letter that these believers
were going through a period of persecution by the authorities under which
they lived. Not being members of the state religion (paganism) exposed
the saints to the attacks of the political and religious leaders of the
cities in which they lived. For this reason Peter spends a lot of time
encouraging them to hold onto their faith despite the persecution they
were suffering. He reminds them that the persecution will only be
temporary, but the hope of the kingdom would be forever. 1RBARIXEHE
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An example of this can be seen in I Peter 1:6-7 : Wherein ye greatly rejoice,
though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold
temptations: That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than
of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto
praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: They were
to undergo fiery trials — like gold passing through a furnace to be
purified, but if they endured they would receive honour and glory at the
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Much of the early section of I Peter is taken up with exhortations to the
believers to maintain their faith, despite persecution. Peter also offers
general encouragement to the believers by pointing out the amazing

blessing God has given them by calling them out to be His people. Have
a look at I Peter 2:9-10 : But ye are a chosen generation, a royal

priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth
the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous
light: Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of
God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. Peter
really emphasises the great gifts God has given them in showing them the
light of the gospel, and showing them the mercy of the forgiveness of sins.
It is always beneficial to think about the great gifts God has given us.
One of these gifts being the life of His Son — whose death and resurrection
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From I Peter 2:18, Peter begins addressing specific groups within each
ecclesia. In chapter 2:18-25 he writes about servants. In 3:1-6 he writes
about the duties of wives. In 3:7 he writes about husbands. Peter’ s next
section is to the ecclesia a whole (3:8-4:19). Finally in chapter 5 he
writes to 2 more sections of the ecclesia — to the elders (5:1-4) and then
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The section I really want to concentrate on this morning is the section
addressed to "all’ - that is all the brethren and sisters — that begins
in I Peter 3:8. A RIVATELEF 27 2 (0 MNBAS AT 3 & 8 WA, 5 “Jr
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"finally’ . That is a term one would normally use at the very end of a letter
as one was making their last point. Peter however uses it halfway through
his epistle. The Greek word really indicates ’set your mind on what I am
about to say.’ In other words Peter is coming to the most important section
of his letter. This is not the last point he makes, but it is the point
he wants them to pay the most attention to. 3 “RiME 2" Xk
TG IX RS> IR, XA A AR5 45 Rk 7, RIE B 5 M
SRR AFAE A TS 73X AN o A5 S SCHL IR XA B o] ARG 7= s “TEIE AT T
TR AR UG B, S5 AMOUE 3, XA B R IA () de B O R
EAEARBAEW EG— MU, H e A B N = AL

"Be ye all of one mind are Peter’ s next words. Peter is emphasising the
need for unity within the ecclesia. He knows that they are facing great
pressure from external forces persecuting them, so he sees it as very
important that they be unified in order to combat this pressure. {5
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This idea of unity is a theme often found in Paul’ s epistles. Turn to
Ephesians 4v3—-6. Here we read : Endeavouring to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as
ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you
all. Paul also saw the importance of ecclesial unity. He shows that unity
amongst ourselves as brethren and sisters is really a reflection of the

oneness’ of every aspect of our beliefs. “&Mih—" W ST 1
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We know that Christ himself said I and my father are one’ (John 10:30).
They were one — not in a trinity sense of both being part of the Godhead
— but one in understanding, in purpose and in thinking. It was also
Christ’ s prayer to his father that we, as his followers should be united
as he and his Father are : ’That they all may be one; as thou, Father,
art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world
may believe that thou hast sent me.’ (Jn 17:21) We should also endeavour
to be one with God and Christ in our thinking and purpose as we try to
develop His character in our lives. Our unity with our brethren and sisters
is really a reflection of the unity we try to share with God and our Lord
Jesus Christ. That is why both Peter and Paul emphasise ecclesial unity
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Turn back to I Peter 3:8. Peter continues by saying that the members of
the ecclesia were to ~have compassion one of another’. Having compassion
conveys the idea of feeling what another person is feeling, or having
sympathy for someone. In the ecclesias that Peter was writing to, there
were obviously a lot of brothers and sisters who were going through very
trying times as the authorities persecuted them for their faith. Peter
instructs every member of the ecclesia to feel sympathy for those who were
undergoing such difficult times. This is an outcome of being united. Not
only should we be united in purpose but we should be united in feeling
and sympathy for each other as well. Our attachment to each other should
not just be intellectual, but also emotional. ibFATIIFIZI4E A RTF 3: 8,
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Christ has set the example for us in this area of compassion. Hebrews 4:15
tells us that 'we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with



the feeling of our infirmities; . The phrase ’touched with the feeling’
in Hebrews is the same in the Greek as “having compassion’ in I Peter 3:8.
In other words, the Lord Jesus Christ has sympathy with us in our
infirmities, and Peter instructs us that we are to do the same for each
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This is exactly what Peter goes on to say in verse 8: ' love as brethren.’
There are two Greek words translated ' love’ used in the New Testament.
One is the Greek word *agapae’ which especially refers to the undeserved
love that God shows to us, and that we are also encouraged to develop.
The second word is the Greek word ’phileo’. This word for love implies
a more natural affection — such as one would normally have for a family
member. It is this second word, phileo, that Peter uses here. Xt Z1¥
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Peter goes on to state exactly how this 'phileo’ love should be evident
in our lives when he continues in v8 : “be pitiful, be courteous’. Being
"pitiful’ has the idea of being tender hearted — an idea close to the
concept of being compassionate or sympathetic. Being ' courteous’ in the
Greek means simply to be friendly and kind to each other. All these
characteristics are those we should be developing in our relationships
with each other as part of developing the ' love as brethren’ that Peter
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Peter has already exhorted the readers of his letter (including ourselves)
to show this love of each other in their lives. If you turn back a page
or two you will see a similar command in I Peter 1:22 where he writes :
"Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit
unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with
a pure heart fervently . Here he uses both words for love (agape & phileo).
He repeats the command in 2:17 : ’Honour all men. Love (agape) the

brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.’ We can see how important this
love for each other is from Peter’s repetition of it in his letter. ¥
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Our love for each other — shown in our sympathy for each other’ s problems
and our kindness to each other is a response to God’ s love for us. Turn,
as we conclude, to Ephesians 2:4-6. Here Paul writes ' But God, who is rich
in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead
in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)
And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places
in Christ Jesus.  Paul states that God’ s great love for us is shown in
His mercy to us, in the forgiveness of our sins through the sacrifice of
His Son on our behalf. As we consider the symbols of bread and wine which
represent our Lord we should think about the great love that is behind
the sacrifice that they represent — the love of both the Father and the
Son. What should our response to this great love be ? Peter has told us
that we should respond by showing love to our brothers and sisters. Let
this be our aim as we begin a new week in His service. FAIIAHH.Z A
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I Peter Discussion & Research Points 5 X445 810 118 AR T /A

Groups Within the Ecclesia Go through each of the specific groups in the
ecclesia that Peter addresses. What are the main points he makes to each
group ? * Servants * Wives * Husbands * Elders * Younger #{<xHIHIRE/A:
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Locations of Believers Find each of the places mentioned in 1vl (where
the Jewish believers had been scattered to) on a map. How many of these
areas are mentioned in Acts 2 ? It is suggested that Acts 2 (the Day of
Pentecost) was the source of the Truth for many of these areas. Note
Peter’ s key role in Acts 2 as the main speaker. {E4ENITAERINE fEHh
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Use of 0ld Testament Peter draws extensively from the 0ld Testament in
writing his letters. Obviously he was very familiar with the Scriptures,
as would have been his Jewish readers. As an example of this read through
I Peter 2:19-25. Now read through Isaiah 53. See how many connections

between the two sections you can find. IHZMW5IH EAEGHSIHTIEZ
XRIHALSL, REARERNPURN, BRI, AT LS HT 1 2
1925 XA F UL X — . FRIEE DL TS 53 &, (REEWSHH 3 2 M
% /b Rb AT LUIBE 3 21 1 H T

Preaching to Spirits in Prison I Peter 3:19 can be a confusing verse. Have
a look at the following quotes and see how being in a sinful state (that
is unbaptised and without God’ s forgiveness) is compared with being
imprisoned by sin and death : * Isaiah 42:6-7 * Isaiah 61:1 * Luke 4:18
In a similar way I Peter 4:6 can be a 1ittle confusing. Note how Paul uses
“death’ to represent our state before baptism in the following quotes *
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Our Relationship with Authorities Peter doesn’t only deal with our
relationships with other brothers and sisters, but also writes about or
relationships with the state. Have a look at the following sections in
the first epistle. What are Peter’s instructions regarding our
relationship with the state in each section ? * I Peter 2:11-17 * I Peter
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