Exhortation 30/5/04 — Reading Hebrews 1 & 2 — Bro David
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Our daily readings will certainly help us to prepare our mind s for the
partaking of the emblem s to remember our Lord Jesus Christ as today we
commence to read the letter to the Hebrews. Hebrews is unique among the
letters in the New Testament — all others are written to Gentile
communities such as the Romans and the Galatians whereas this epistle is
written specifically to Hebrew or Jewish believers. Although the writer
is not mentioned, there are many suggestions that indicate that it was
written by the apostle Paul. 4FRATARIFE LS 45 A AR N 15 (R %,
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We need to understand the reason why this letter was written to them so
that we can follow the argument being set before them. These Hebrew
believers, before they learned of Christ, were God—fearing Jews who
worshipped at the Temple in Jerusalem. All their life they had respected
the Law of Moses and offered animal sacrifices through the priesthood at
the Temple. This had been their heritage from generation to generation.
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However now they had learned of Christ they saw that he was the Messiah
sent to bring salvation from sin and death. They had moved from reliance
on the Temple, the priesthood and the sacrifices of the Law to worshipping
God through the Lord Jesus Christ. This removal from the Temple or local
synagogue had brought with it persecution by their fellow countrymen.
Because of this persecution some were now wishing to leave the ecclesia
and Christ and go back to the synagogue to worship under the Law of Moses.
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We learn of the problems they were facing as we read of the warning and
exhortation they receive in this letter. In Hebrews 10 they were reminded
that they should not “forsake the assembling of themselves together, as
the manner of some is” (v25). Obviously some were staying away from the



ecclesial meetings because they feared the persecution they received from
the Jews who did not accept Christ. 3fiTELSIXE 115 FABA TS 2] 1%
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Notice how stern the warning given was — “He that despised Moses’ law died
without mercy under two or three witnesses: Of how much sorer punishment,
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the
Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was
sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of
grace?” By going back to the Law and the animal sacrifices they were

denying the value of the “blood of the covenant”. The point was very clear.
How could they go back to the Law and animal sacrifice if they had once
known Christ and appreciated the value of his sacrifice for sins? He warned
that God would punish them for doing this with these words: “For we know
him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith
the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. It is a fearful thing
to fall into the hands of the living God” (v30-31). iHF=IXH 45 H %
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Here is a warning for us too who have come to know the Truth of God in
Jesus Christ and have had our sins forgiven through God’ s mercy. How could
we go back to a religion that denied the truth of God? At times we may
be persecuted or ostrasised because we do not believe the trinity or belong
to mainstream church groups. However we need to have the confidence of
faith to hold to the Truth now and look for the reward for faithfulness
at the coming of Christ, rather than giving up the Truth because of
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They were reminded to “call to remembrance the former days, in which, after
ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions” (v32). They
had made a firm stand for their faith initially and suffered for this.
They are being exhorted now to remain faithful, even though it meant some



suffering for the name of Christ. AfbA/TA%ELE “OR1ZHLHESEH, Z 7oL
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However the power of this epistle is in the way the writer shows from the
0ld Testament the wonderful superiority of Jesus Christ over the shadowy
institutions of the Law with its sacrifices and priesthood. Let us look
at the way the writer introduces the subject in Hebrews 1 & 2. 4RI,
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The Introduction to Hebrews XJ#i{ARIAI/44 The opening verse strikes
at the root of the whole matter: “God, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these
last days spoken unto us by his Son” (1:1). He directs them to the Word
of God in the 0ld Testament which God had given through the prophets. All
Jews recognised that this was the inspired WORD OF GOD given by His spirit
working through the various prophets. These Scriptures were the basis of
their faith and they were read and meditated upon by all God-fearing Jews
of the day. Now they are being reminded that “in these last days” God has
spoken through a Son. We know that Jesus continually reminded his hearers
that the words he spoke were not his own. He said: “I have not spoken of
myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I
should say, and what I should speak”. (John 12:49). Thus they are
immediately shown that if they refuse Christ and turn from him they are
rejecting God’ s message. God had said of Jesus: "I will raise them up a
Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words
in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him”
(Deuteronomy 18:18). However God had not only spoken of the coming of Jesus,
but He had warned of judgment upon those who would not hear him: “And it
shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which
he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him”. So in these opening
words there is the most pointed warning that they should not turn away
from Christ as some were doing. FFURINE T it T AR : Mk
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Of this Son we read that God “appointed him heir of all things”. God, who
is the Creator of the entire universe and all in it, has appointed Christ
to be heir of “all things”. This Son was “the brightness of His Father’ s
glory” (v2), as John stated in John 1:14: “"The Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father,) full of grace and truth”. Jesus was “the express image
of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power”. He
manifest the character of His Father and came to do his Father’s will in
all things. So the Hebrew brethren are reminded of the unique rank and
position of Jesus in God’ s plan of redemption. Jesus was morally perfect,
having overcome all temptation, and so “when he had by himself purged our
sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high”. F&ATTEEHE], X
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In stating this, the writer is identifying two fundamental doctrines that
are so important for us all to remember — not just the Hebrew brethren.
The first is that Jesus has “purged (or cleansed) our sins”. It was through
his sacrificial death that our sins have been forgiven. The Law, to which
the Hebrews were wanting to return, could never purge sins as was pointed
out to them in Hebrews 10:1, 4: “For the law having a shadow of good things
to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those

sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers
thereunto perfect.... For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and
of goats should take away sins”. These Hebrew brethren had once realised
that “Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures”. They had been
shown that the lessons of the Law pointed to the perfect sacrifice of the
Lord Jesus Christ and that through him their sins were forgiven. Like us,
they had understood that he ” loved us, and washed us from our sins in
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These Hebrews were now thinking of forsaking Jesus and returning to the
religious system that was popular for Jews — that of Judaism. Just as in
the days of Jesus “many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they
did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: For
they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God”, so now these
Hebrews were turning from the Lord because of the loss of personal
advantage and acceptance by their fellow countrymen. IX4E71H 2k AILAE
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We may wonder how these Hebrews could do this. But as history has shown,
some who found the truth of the gospel and initially separated from the
churches of Christendom found the loss of friends and position too much
to bear and they returned to those false teachings of the church. In doing
this they trod underfoot the Son of God, rejecting the blood of the
covenant and accepting the errors of the trinity, immortal souls and the
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However we have come this morning to remember our Lord, knowing that the
wine we share “is the blood of the new covenant shed for many for the
remission of sins”. Let us do so with a full understanding of the wonder
of the sacrifice of Christ and a heart filled with thankfulness. Let us
hold fast to the profession of our faith and week by week remember our
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The second doctrinal point being emphasised is that Jesus now sits “on
the right hand of the Majesty on high”. This comment is based on the words
of Psalm 110:1: “Yahweh said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until
I make thine enemies thy footstool”. This Psalm is the most quoted in the
New Testament, even though it is a short psalm of only seven verses. This
psalm became a standard text used by the apostles to show that Jesus had
been raised from the dead and was now at the right hand of God. For example



see Acts 2:34-36. However apart from the fact that Jesus was raised from
the dead by God and was now at God’ s right hand verse 4 of the psalm states:
“Yahweh hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after
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Here was the most important thing for the Hebrews to consider as they
contemplated turning from the Truth and returning to the Temple with its
Levitical priesthood to offer animal sacrifices to God. In Jesus they had
a High Priest who was immortal and at the right hand of God Himself. ”“Seeing
then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession” (Hebrews 4:14).
It is nearly impossible to think that some Hebrews would think of returning
to a system of High Priests at the Temple in Jerusalem like Caiaphas and
Annas! But social pressure and pride can drive people to do the most absurd
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As we read through Hebrews we will see the importance that the writer
places on Psalm 110:4: “Yahweh hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art
a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek”. It is quoted in Hebrews
5:5-6: “So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest;
but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I begotten thee.
As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the
order of Melchisedec”. JFTATIEEE T AR LG, FATEE BIVEE X 7R
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Paul is impressing upon the Hebrews that in the wisdom and foreknowledge
of God He had spoken of this great High Priest whom he would provide so
that all men could approach unto Him. How blessed we are to have the Lord
Jesus Christ as our High Priest. Here are some of the important points
that comfort us in our knowledge that he does understand our temptations
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BRI 3E 4. * “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews
4:15-16). What a comfort it is to realise that Jesus, in the days of his
mortality, was tempted like us. He does understand our trials and
sufferings. Yet he always overcame and because of that we can now come
with confidence to God through him. * “RFATHIREEA], FHAEAGEMANE
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* “Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and
supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save
him from death, and was heard in that he feared; Though he were a Son,
yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And being made
perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey
him” (Hebrews 5:7-9). Again we are greatly impressed with the suffering
our Lord endured as he faithfully obeyed His Father’s will. And because
of his loving obedience he has been made our High Priest who can truly
represent us to God. * “JEEAERNAKRIIINAR, BERARR, HIHGES BRI
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* “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto
God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Hebrews
7:25). What comfort there is in this statement. He is there at the right
hand of God to make intercession for us as we approach God through him
in prayer. * “NEEFMPEBIPIEATHIN, A EIRRBNE. PO Ab 2 KT
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Hebrews provides a very encouraging exhortation for us all. As we read
through this letter we will see the way the writer very carefully explains
the wonder of the greatness of the sacrifice of Christ and his role now
as our High Priest in heaven. We will have our appreciation of Christ

sharpened and our love for him deepened. FfHRKFLIRAIFLAL T B KHIH
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As we now share the bread and wine together may the words of Hebrews
10:22-25 encourage us: IUAEIEFRAT—EAFIXGERIEXN, FHEeamHk1 10:
22-25 KRB KK

“Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with
pure water (v22), JFERATOHRREMTROALWE, SHRHEKEHR T, 4
APV, RIS MEC, SREISHTHRT (10: 22)

Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he
is faithful that promised;), (v23) WZEEIRAIFANINIES, FERED).
PRI R IS IV BRATT IR 2 45 S 1) (10: 23D

Let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works (v24)
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Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some
is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching” (v25) FRMIIANIIFIEER <, TFGIR LT (b5 7 BN, 5145 b )
o BEGIE JsOCEE LD AEH 7w, st (100 25)

Study Discussion Points on Hebrews 7yl 45 (%% S S T &

The writer fF# Although Paul is not mentioned as the writer there are
some very sound reasons for believing he is. WA HATE BT EiX
APIWVEE, HEG I EPEhiERIIHGE R IZ B

The expression “Let us” “il3AIT” XFEMIRIE 74k

In the letter “let us” is used often with the aim or urging the readers
to remain faithful. You may like to look up each time it occurs and discuss
them as they give us encouragement too. fEIXFHMEH: “iFIRA]” XFEMER
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4:1 Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into
his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it 4:1 IRAIEZEE
HHREA 2 DI NVE, S ER, RAFIRATTIE,  (FRATESCEIRATD B AL
TR LT



4:11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall
after the same example of unbelief. Heb 4:11 FrLAFRAT1SS vk J13d N2
By AT NFIAME IR 7 A5 T

4:14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 4:14
FATRERAE — A DTN R R R IR ES |, w2 L7 HR6K, {58 1445 € Pk
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4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 4:16 FTPAFRAIH
AR TC M, SR Bt ) R, BRI, 5 A AERE I B .

6:1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us
go on unto perfection; 6:1 BT UAFRATIN 88 3L & 18 21K o, b 38 31)5¢
R . AL, B AR T, 5 S,

10:22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with
pure water. 10:22 JFERATOP KRR TR ELME, GEHEKEGS T, #i
FEAE L, AR MAE O, KRBT

10:23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering: (for
he is faithful that promised;) 10:23 tBIERSFIRATITANFIFEH, A2H
2o BRAIBVFERATTI R 15 L1

10:24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good

works: 10:24  (FAT) SCEAMCANE, ok 20, BT

12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before
us, 12:1 FAVEAXVFZ W WAEN, WF = BEERAT, 5980 S S,
It 225 oy 9 RPN TR, A0, FEIRFEAEFRATTAT Sk I ER AL

12:28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:
12:28 PrCATRATTEEAS TANRERE S E, wt e, RO =i ia i), AR n
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13:13 Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his
reproach. 13:13 R, FRATH Y HBIE AN T fh 3, 2 A2 MR,

13:15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.
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"Better” things “Hif” —id

The word “better” is used to encourage the readers to seek the better
things that come through Christ. It is very encouraging to look each of
these up and discuss them also. “HEIEUF” IXANA] L FH R Sl & fEG HE 6k
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1:4 Being made so much better than the angels 1:4 fhfi&21144, BEELR
F R 2 oy, g oA .

6:9 But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that
accompany salvation 6:9 SER M IUAT, FATEEXFEU, HEGERIIAT AN
R IX LG, iy HT 715 R

7:7 And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better. 7:7
MRAL 53 KIESAL 53 /INPIRAR , 3K e BANE 3

7:19 the bringing in of a better hope 7:19 Ei5|iE T HEMIEH, FEXIR
SH A AT LAt 214 T

7:22 By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament. 7:22 B
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8:6 by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was
established upon better promises. 8:6 WA Bk 2L, 1IEW
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9:23 but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these
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10:34 knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring
substance 10:34 [FGPRATANL T ASLER IR N, FF HARNT ZM 4% A48 25,
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11:16 But now they desire a better country 11:16 ffl 1315 — N HEER
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11:35 that they might obtain a better resurrection 11:35 HOAHHC
FIBE NG, YA N2, AN HARR,  CBEBUS SRS A EAGEH
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11: 40 God having provided some better thing for us 11:40 XA FA]
Tiee T EMIR, AT ASRATIELS, AR A

12:24 to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that
of Abel. 12:24 FFFrAB I OrHRER, LU IR 3 LB 6 R B ST AR () i B
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