Exhortation for 2nd May 2004
Old Testament Reading: Ecclesiastes 11 Bro. Geoff H.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters. Loving greetings in our Lord Jesus Christ.
SREN B LAk, IE A A HREREE B HE 7 A ) ik

Our second reading for today is the second to last chapter of Ecclesiastes. The

writer of Ecclesiastes is Solomon, King David's son In the Book, he is called

"the Preacher". (Ecclesiastes 1:1). 4K 155 343 B 52 & AL 15 iR ECHE —

o ALEBIEF NPT, KEERILT. AT, hikE S EEE",
(fEIETS 1: 1D

So far, the Preacher has brought us through 10 chapters in which the meaning
of life is examined. ZHL{E, EXAALEH A TANE SRR T EF =
i R

Ecclesiastes probes the problem of life - what is it worth when God is not part

of it. What is life worth when lived for itself without taking God's promises into

account? The Preacher describes this as life "under the sun": a phrase which

is used repeatedly in the first nine chapters (for example, the phrase is used in
verses 3, 9 and 14 of chapter 1). f&iE B4REE T A=y (1) ] il —— 4 fp AR ZE A,

tHAF AN S ATV, ATEIEA AR 7 ARG R R
OB AR, “HOGZ P REANFIRAET 9 R EHIL (Fltn, =N 3,
9, 147%)

The general concept of the Book is: "Look, this is what life without God's
promises is really like. Can you face such life in this world as it really is?
Something more is required to make life fulfilling.” The Preacher wishes us to
make a realistic assessment of "life under the sun” - the life lived without God's
promises, with its trusting in human wisdom, pleasure, wealth and human
justice. He wishes to drive us to see that onIy the existence of God and His
promises makes life fulfilling. A4 : “FUF, X kA mMvrEm
LRGN 1J\HE%ET¥H’J$(§§E@ﬂﬂi?§E;&El']ﬁ—?”%v AT 5 22 ok e 3 AT
(1 2E i

We are exhorted to lift our sight and our lives to a higher role. We are to see
life as a preparation for the coming Kingdom when all the frustrations and
contradictions of our present life will be resolved. The phrase which the
preacher uses to express this different attitude is "to behold the sun", which
occurs in chapter 11 verse 7. FRATTHE A ELRG A THIFLES F0AE T 21— 3 vy
s B o A FRATC AR By BT AN JE A e 1 LUJS A I AR FO R 2k i
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We are lead by the Book to the conclusion that the final answers to life's
dilemmas or puzzles are only found in Christ. 5 A (A 245 H T 4548,
TR AR LR 5

Chapter 11
®11E

Turning to chapter 11, it starts with several verses that draw lessons from
natural events of life. #% 11 %, F4H 7L AP BARFSAH T
#u)ll.  Verse 1 "Cast your bread upon the waters: for you shall find it after
many days" 25— “RAORIPREREKIE, KoY H ARG E. "

Verse 1 refers to bread being cast upon the waters and then returning after
many days bringing a good return. It is similar to a ship being sent out to sea
and returning with a full load after many days. 55 2 od: K |,
H A BEWS AT 2 A= R 1Rl o SX AR — MR 3l 1) KU, LA 2 BRI iR B2 40— H

This idea can be applied in a number of ways: The farmer plants his grain and
after many days receives it back in the harvest. That needs faith, for the farmer
may not have much grain left and his family might be hungry. But he must take
enough grain and plant it in the hope of good rains so that there will be more
nextyear. IXEH LU HBVFL . —MREMEER, HEEFIRTKZE
TS P XFTEAF L, O AR AT B AN FEAT 208 BORS i A2 fh 5K 0 75
LM AT e A2 UMk (AR ZB0 PRI R 0 7 B2, PR 8 O FERR, IXRERAE
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There is a good example in the life of King David. In the early part of his reign
he showed kindness to the household of Machir (}47) . Many years later,
when he was being pursued by his son Absalom (¥ )and in great need, he
received a very generous present of food from this same household. He had
cast his bread upon the waters and after many days it had returned to him. X
BRI T AT MR . A R0 a T, Ay 5 AR R 3% .
ZELUGE, At B CRL TP e s g, i A IX AN KA 2 TIRZ IE
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So the verse can apply to any act of faith which can bring results after a long
while. JrRLEAE T S URRAT, FOMAT A UEHES R 7. When we
preach the Truth, we tell it to many, like a person sowing seed or casting his
bread upon the waters. After many days, some people may respond to the
message. HIAMELILIAINAR, FAes AR ARAL, MR —A N K
L. ZHZE, ~SASEE AN, Likewise, if we are generous to all men
now, we will be repaid over and over again in the Kingdom. Matt 10:42
"whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water
only in the name of a disciple, he shall in no wise lose his reward". [FIF, Wi
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Verse 2 "Give a portion to seven and also to eight; for you know not what evil
shall be upon the earth" 25 77 “URES4-EN, B4 AN, BEAIRAEIE R
KAG 2K AmEEIH . 7 In verse 2, the Preacher suggests doing something in
many areas - "giving a portion to seven and also to eight" - because we do not
know what evil will come. X7, AL H @I AT TEAE 2 A7 HAAUSAT
—“maa-us OO, Birg )\ (O 7 CEMARERITER D — B
BATARGIE R KA H 4K MKk  When the farmer plants his grain, he does
not plant it all in the one place and at the one time. If he does that, he might
lose it all, through for instance poor weather conditions. Rather, risks are
spread by the farmer planting at different times and in different places. One
crop may fail, but the other plantings may survive. 244 R FERKIN, fhA4 K
TE— 7 R — 0 an R FEAR ), , At mT e 25 BRI DR 2% 25 R R UH O i 25 2K B
Ao BT, BRIAEAR R ERAEA R BT, PrE B XS EiE 1.
AW ER AT ReARENGH], (HHA S 2 B /735 .  The businessman makes
sure that he has a number of customers so that, if one customer fails, he can
still carry on with the others. B AMAEE R SIRIFAIRZ % . X8, WM
AP T A, s Al T LAk S A 4E. So with the preaching
the Truth - we speak to a number of people, so all our resources are not
focussed only upon one person who may never respond. A4 A 4L EFE K
I — AT IR 2 NA%, 3X0E, TATTiAN 2 HSS AN BT AT g 7 iz AN 23 B RV 1
AT

Verse 3 "If the clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the earth:
and if the tree fall toward the south, or toward the north, in the place where the
tree falls, there shall it be" 5 =717 “Z47 T W, S BB o B ) e fl,
a b g, MHEETAL, AEAEfT AL . 7 In verse 3, the Preacher talks about the
fact that disasters may happen and we cannot do much about them. A storm
may come, causing flood. A strong wind may cause a tree to fall over, in one
direction or another. We cannot alter the way the tree falls. 7E% =17, (LiE#
Y B TR R R AE T ERATEIN 2 TCREA I K M. — R, ol . — B
WO, ATRESS LB — A7 BT, T ERAT TR AN B SRR BB (R T 1)

There are sometimes disasters affecting our lives that we cannot control. £ I+
LGS0 FA 77 A LEIRATTANREFE I 520 . Some things in our lives we
can change and we should try to change them for the better. ZEyFH4sf—it

FIGRATEV 5, AT %180 AT e AT 4

But other things we cannot change and we just have to accept them and move
on in life. That is of course much easier said than done. Take the disaster of

losing a child - it must be very difficult to ever move on from that. Jacob never
got over the supposed death of Joseph until he found out that Joseph was still

alive and in Egypt. {H&HABMTRAIAREL A, AT Ge LB e T ghs A3



N BRUE R EBHER S BERT ACRET, el aeik MR
WO Ak SE A0 o HER- DR DL 25808 11— EANBERR I, B 3Mth 038 29 55 5 M
#. Maybe we have a sickness that will never go away. Maybe we have lost a
dear friend. In all such cases, we need in time to accept what we cannot
change and to remain positive in the our work in the Truth. {FRA14S 7 —F
AL WANREVR BB o WVFIRATR 2 TSR R A . fERXREIE LT, JAiTH5
NN 32 AT AN BE AR 1 = SE T DR R BB PR AS O LB . What we
do know is that, whatever disaster may happen, God knows what is best and
works for our long-term good in the Kingdom of God: "all things work together
for good to them that love God" Rom. 8:28, FAIFTAIE ML, Lk AEAT4
ICHE,  FHER N TE AE A [E AR SRR A T AT 7 “FRATHRAG )T HAHAH
M1, MEMNGmAL, SRS BEgArN. "2 5158 28

Verse 4 "He that observes the wind shall not sow; and he that regards the
clouds shall not reap" % 4 17 “F R LAl 2 2= 1L AWCGE] . " The farmer
who waits until the weather conditions are perfect for sowing or reaping, is
unlikely to find those conditions and may end up never sowing or reaping. In
the end, he may not do anything. &4 XU R R I A RS IR AR G, ANATRE
SEPB A AT, AR LR ERECE WER . &, hrraett At
fit. Likewise in our lives, if we are too cautious and worry about all
eventualities, we won't do much at all. FAZFEIRAIHIZETEH, R IRATKEE,
RALOAT AN s, FA TR AAGEMZ > 1. If we wait until the perfect
time to speak to a friend about the Truth, that time may never come. #1841
BUEE B ) — AN AR VB ) B A G i a), AN [ ) gk I A k. We
need to be positive and optimistic in the Truth and not get too worried about
negatives. Don't wait for perfection to come, but cast our bread upon many
waters, for who knows how it may return. A1 B AE B H Fp AR FE AR SR W) 245
&, ANBE 4O DU A F . AN BRI e Sl B N TR R I, 1 ST AR
Z AR F,  PROA MEANE BLS 25 AT A R TE .

Verse 5 "As you know not the way of the spirit, or how the bones do grow in the
womb of her that is with child so you know not the works of God who makes
all" S5 “XUNTIESR, B SRAEM A NRIIG i K e, R i H AT H1E,
XFE, AT T2 IER, B AT 4IE . " We do not know the way of the wind
- "the way of the spirit" - or the mysteries of creation. Science may explain the
way the embryo grows in the womb, but can not explain why it all happens like
this. The mother does not consciously control it. FAIANEE X (2R, F51H
KICH, XI R R 1) ARTTER, B U AN GHTE AR ) QR R R . BH ] fE
RN EAAE T B A, (HAREMRE AT 2 BRI BERIFIRE A RIR
2480, Equally, we cannot tell all the workings of God. [FIFEfT, Fedi1ts
ANBEM ML — V) T/E.  We need to accept that there are going to be
many things in life that we cannot explain or understand. There is no point
worrying about these to the extent of not doing anything. Rather, go out and do
what you can and leave events in God's hands. This is what verse 6 is saying.
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Verse 6 "In the morning sow your seed, and in the evening withhold not your
hand: for you know not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether
they both shall be alike good" % 6 i “F. R EHARIIFH, W A ZEEIRTF,
DRI VR ANFIE IR —FE A HE, B0 L), BOE MR, B2 PAEARLS. " So be
diligent in all that you do. You cannot work everything out, but go and make the
most of what you have. Jif LEE) 57 (M T . IRASBERRR S0 L, (L 234,
R Remily 2 5. All these comments by the Preacher in verses 1 to 6
could be described as "wisdom for daily life". f&iEHELES 1—6 ATk AT LA
PR oy H AR T

Life Beholding the Sun - Verses 7 to 10
R H G ARG — 28 7—10 %

The Preacher now moves on and considers the benefit of enjoying the light of
God's truth, which he describes in verse 7 as "beholding the sun". {&i&# W7E
THG VR =2 AR SR 6 2R b, eSS 7 15 IR W HOE"RIE % . "Truly the
light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun" “Y¢ A&
0, IR H e AR . 7 Enjoying the light of God's truth is far more
elevating than living life without taking God and his promises into account,
which is described earlier in Ecclesiastes as life 'under the sun'. It gives us a
hope for the future. Without this hope and our response, we would only have
"days of darkness" after death (verse 8). So make the most of our
opportunities in life now - "Life is the time to serve the Lord". Sl H I 2
e C e 1 AN FE AR IV I AR, IR A A EARE A R A A O H Ol
UG BE TIRATANRERIN A E . WA R ERIRAT RN, AR
REAL G AR FRIE R H 7 (38 8 749D o Fr DAL G ILAE (R AR 00 — W e 245 %

In verse 9, the Preacher gives sound advice and a warning to young brothers
and sisters in Christ and unbaptised young people. 7545 9 ¥, fLiE# 4 THER
(1) 56 SUAH IR AR 32 Ve A48 N — MR AF i iR 5 . "Rejoice, O young man
in your youth; and let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth, and walk
in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of your eyes; but know you that for
all these things God will bring you into judgement" “/>4F AWK, VR7ELNAER; 24 b
o AEANTERH T, RO, AT T IATH, BIRIRPTZ &K, EA
8, AEX—VIRE, P E R,

Youth is the time for vitality and energy. It is a time for eagerness and gladness,
a time for exploring new ventures, seizing on new experiences, making new

friendships. Youth can be a very happy time, before all the daily cares of family
life need to be faced. 4 I 2 7o B il I A S FRIAVEMIPURIF, IE
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PLE—BIRIFE 6. So we encourage our young people to put their energy
into all that they do. T EAFRATTS Al NAEABA T il 1) S 055 rhide AATTIORS )
But all things must be controlled by a knowledge of God's judgments to come -
"know you that for all these things God will bring you into judgment”. {HJ&f{{iX
T AR S AL ] R o B — D) — X — DI g, s /K. " In other
words, the enjoyment of young people must be within the boundaries which
God has set. In the Bible, God has set out the boundaries within which we
must live. There are definite Scriptural passages which clearly say the things
that are outside the boundaries of proper living. Some of the things that the
apostle Paul lists as being outside the boundaries are: adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lewdness, etc (refer Paul's list of the works of the flesh in
Galatians 5:19-21). #AJiliRid, FHNFIPIR BILERPTIE VL EZ N . 7E
X, Phas AT T ARG TG o 08 783 2 PR IR 1 rh WA AR i I L85
ZAMPERNS . b SRR T B AR AR, W, A, (S REY
EMPIRFS 5: 19—21 Fral i ek g .

Young people in the world mostly live outside the boundaries. Young brothers
and sisters in the Truth (and all brothers and sisters) need to live within God's
boundaries. =441 EAEE N KER 73 #0S ARV Fl 2 Ah o FLHE AR AR 1) 25 DL IH Ak

CRUETA 25 00 H D AT/ ZEE A TR e E 2 N . Some may think that
making us live within boundaries is restraining our freedom. But God hasn't set
the boundaries of behaviour to punish us, or to make us unhappy. He has set
them because keeping within those boundaries brings true happiness and
lasting contentment. 3 A\ ] BE4s A S LEVE FLZ P2 BRI FRATT B o SR
IR EE — AT A EIHENE B AR ST 3AT], B FAT T AT A . i B E
BBl PR Ay AR AR L2 N A BERAS L 1E R S AT ARG A2

Chapter 11 in Ecclesiastes therefore finishes with the advice to "put away euvil
from your flesh". That is the same advice as Paul gave in 2nd Timothy to "flee
youthful lusts". A%3E 55 11 % H]“ A A TE LR 1) A WoR 45 . IX AR B 7E:
PR G 15 ik b DA FARR 45 2 —FEMT . But just stopping doing things
isn't the whole answer. The best defence against evil is to fill the mind with
positive good. That is why Chapter 12 in tomorrow's reading starts with the
advice to "remember now your Creator in the days of your youth" (Ecclesiastes
12:1). R A FEA R AR o o A IR B U MR AR i1 L e A
AR PRI L P JEAR o 3Kl A B ORI 12 38— AR A IR A — N R AF

By o s ME AR R . T (fBiE 120 D)
Conclusion
g

After considering all of the ways of life on the earth, the Preacher gives us his
conclusion in Chapter 12:13-14 {58251 Jr AFEMS FI A7 205, fRE# 7R
12:13—14 45 7T A MBIK 4518 . "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:



Fear God and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man". “iX
SOOI I T o SRR, ST A, X2 AT R A . " The
book finishes with: * a command to fear God and keep his commandments
(12:13) * and then has a final comment upon God's judgments (12:14). L&
MELNR AT HRE A * B, P wiar > AP, SRR H ).
Both these are relevant to us today. However the final answers to the
Preacher's frustrations are only found in Christ. In Christ, we have the hope
which is able to lift us above the daily activities of life and to see beyond our
present problems. X AN J7 THI AT FRATTA R AT 2 AH ORI o AR TR TE 2 1
PRI 2 R BRAT T H REAE BB P e B 52 o AR L, FRATT RGBT i) i
TLH ORI B H AR .

We come this morning to remember the way opened up by the Lord Jesus
Christ. Through him we can lift up our eyes to "behold the sun”, as it were, to
see the future hope of glory. And meanwhile we can be so thankful for the
benefits that have come to us through his death, resurrection and ascension to
heaven and the benefits that are in store for us at his coming again. 4K I
AT ZRAE X B = HRBREE B 25 TATTIT G i) U 2ok AL &l o T Ak, FeATTREZS H 43
DG, BEAE—F, BRI [FII,  JRATT Gt iy Jee i = HR
R L, BEEATT R G JAl ik A aadl, LIS AT TOR 57 2 Al () )
ik, Let us together "Fear God and keep his commandments: for this is
the whole duty of man". iE3AT]—[F“HCEAH, TESFARI Ay, X2 A9 RW
Koye "

Points for Discussion on Ecclesiastes
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1. Much of Ecclesiastes is speaking about life lived without God's promises.
The Preacher describes this as living "under the sun". To help understand the
Book, it is useful to colour in the occurrences of the phrase "behold the sun".
This phrase is found in: 1:3, 9, 14 2:11, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22 3:16 4:1, 3, 7, 15
5:13, 18 6:1, 12 8:9, 15 (twice), 17 9:3, 6, 9 (twice), 11, 13 10:5 (&£ kit
FIEA M VFR AN . ARTEE R A HOCZ TS . A T BERASS, 34
A G N R IR AR G R AR . ATRERL A S 113,
9,14 2:11, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22 3:16 4:1, 3, 7,15 5:13, 18 6:1, 12 8:9, 15 (twice),
17 9:3, 6, 9 (twice), 11, 13 10:5

2. Ecclesiastes chapter 12 commences with advice for young people to
remember their Creator while they are young. The Preacher then describes old
age in verses 2 to 7 in symbolic language. Discuss what the symbolic

language means. fEIE45 12 T4 NHR T A SAA TR I 2 20 2 & AbAT T
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3. Ecclesiastes 12:11 describes the words of the wise as: (1) "goads”, and (2)
"nails fastened by the master of assemblies”. Discuss why these descriptions
are appropriate. f&iE+ 12: 11 R TREHANSEW T (1) Q" (2) “47
FRIIAT 17 BHE AT A XFER R A 241 8.

4. Who is the "one shepherd" referred to in verse 11? 7F 11 5 #E & I1XA"4%
%11?



