Exhortation 14/3/14 — Reading Luke 5 — Bro Daniel
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My dear brethren and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ. Our daily readings
have brought us to the Gospel of Luke and chapter b.
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This chapter shows the remarkable way that Jesus teaching completely
challenged the religious thinking of the Jewish leaders at that time. It
reveals that in the development of true disciples there must be a
renouncement of one’ s old way of thinking, and an abandonment of trust
in the flesh, which must then be replaced with a new, open, submissive
and obedient attitude to the Word of our God. There needed to be a complete
change in thinking about God’ s ways as taught by the Pharisees.
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These principles are summed up in Jesus’ mini—parables near the end of
the chapter. In verses 36 to 38 we read: “No man putteth a piece of a new
garment upon an old; if otherwise, then both the new maketh a rent, and
the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not with the old. And no
man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the
bottles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish. But new wine must
be put into new bottles; and both are preserved”.
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Jesus is saying that the teaching of the true gospel is not to patch up
a weakness or hole in a man’s clothing which in the parable stands for
his covering for sin or his old religion. He says that would not work.
So different is the truth Jesus taught, that whatever a man had as his
previous religious thinking it would be completely incompatible with the
new teaching of the gospel. He goes on to say that new wine must be put
into new bottles. In first century times bottles were in fact skin bags
which became hardened with use. With use they became inflexible and unable



to stretch to accommodate the expansion of the maturing new wine. This
parable means that the new teaching of the gospel must be put into new
hearts. We must, as it were, be born again to a new life in Christ. Our
old ways must be buried in baptism. We must arise to a newness of life.
So it was in the days of the Lord that Judaism, the teaching of the scribes
and Pharisees, could not be patched up—it needed replacement. In the days
of the Lord, the legalistic thinking of Judaism could not be used to take
in the gospel. It required a new kind of thinking which would be responsive
to the new teaching of the Master.
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Luke 5 teaches us that we cannot rely upon our old patterns of thinking
to take us to the kingdom of God. This chapter can be broken up into the
following sections: Verses 1-11 The miraculous draught of fish Verses
12-16 The healing of the leper Verses 17-26 The healing of the man sick
of the palsy Verses 27-32 The call of Levi (Matthew) Verses 33-39
Discussion with the Pharisees—the unbridgeable gap between Judaism and
Jesus
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These sections will instruct us that we must listen to and obey the

teaching of the Lord as the incident of the miraculous catch of fish in
verses 1-11 reveals. We must rely upon him to cleanse us as the healing
of the leper in verses 12-16 shows us. We must seek his healing forgiveness
as the healing of the man with the palsy in verses 17-26 teaches. We must
be prepared to forsake all and follow him as verses 27-32 demonstrate.
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Our chapter begins with the call of four of his disciples. Let us examine
ourselves to see if we too are his true disciples.

PA 1 —F N WA DU T IEETFLE o A TR TR [ Ok B TRAT T 75 A2 Atk 11
B 4E,

Fishers of Men 3 AHJ¥i-K In verse 1 we see that the multitude is so keen
to hear the words that Jesus spoke by the Lake of Gennesaret ( Sea of
Galilee) that he is forced to get into a boat to preach to them. This may
indicate that he is here preaching to Gentiles as he was not in a synagogue
(cp 4v44).
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Two fishing boats are anchored by the shore and the fishermen are washing
their nets (v2). Why does the Scripture mention this? Because it is setting
the scene. The fishermen were busy washing their nets, and not listening
to Jesus like the multitude were. So how was Christ going to get them to
listen? We read that he got into a ship and then asked Simon to thrust
out a little into the water so he could teach the multitude from there
(v3). Who is this Simon? In verse 8 we learn he is Simon Peter. Why then
does Jesus call him Simon? Simon means “hearing” and this is exactly what
Jesus wanted Simon Peter to do—he calls him “Simon” to get him to really
listen. There was no escaping from Jesus now. Simon had to listen as they
were in the boat together (Andrew, Simon Peter’ s brother being there also
Lk 5v5-7, Mt 4v18). Jesus was sitting down, weary from the day s earlier
preaching and now he taught this multitude.
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He tells Simon to launch out and let down his nets for a catch. Simon,
a fisherman by trade, first reacted by saying they had toiled all night
and caught nothing—he clearly thought it was pointless to go and fish
especially during the day! But under the steady gaze of the Lord he
followed his instruction.
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Note what happens when you obey the voice of the Master. In verse 6 we
read that there were so many fish that the nets broke. What a contrast
to their night when not one fish was caught! In the Scripture the sea is
likened to the nations and in this verse Jesus was showing Simon, Andrew,
James and John that they were to catch men with the Gospel net. We see
that their nets broke. This would be true of preaching also—not all would
heed their call and some would fall back into the sea of nations. How
blessed and special we are to have been caught by the Gospel message and
to have decided to forsake all and follow our Lord.

VERBL R RN T BRI AR Nk A 4. RS 6 TRATTERIRE TR 2

1, WIS LERTT . MR AT I3T 42 1t I B A L2 22 2 KK X0 | AR 28 3 b
FEFORGAES AR R, AT, HRERF YT, 224820, HEr M2 s fbA]
R Z RS RN o FAE B IR EROT . AR RS R — A2
P I N o B AT A e, A7 — S8ib 2 [ AT A IR i L . AT 24
SEISAARIT,  RENS SR SN R 2, O HLRES YU TBOT T K ER M BRATTIR 2=

In verse 7 Andrew and Simon Peter “beckon” to James and John in the other
boat. This means they jerked their heads to signal to their partners to
come and help pull in the great catch of fish. But despite their
fisherman—like determination to bring in every fish they could, their
ships begin to sink from the weight of the fish! It is then that Simon
Peter falls down at Jesus’ knees (he was still sitting observing these
fishermen) and says: “Depart fromme; for I ama sinful man, O Lord” (v8-9).
Why does he say he is sinful? Because of his lack of faith. He realised
he really needed to learn to listen to Jesus and not trust his own
assessment of life. At first he didn’ t believe they would catch anything,
but when he was faced with an immense catch he saw the folly of his own
thinking. He realised his Lord had power even over the fish in the sea
(cp Psalm 8:8).
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Jesus says to him: “Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men” (v10).
This was their call to discipleship. This was to be their work of bringing
others out of the sea of nations into the glorious hope of the Kingdom.
So they learned to heed the Lord and they forsook all and followed him.
How do we react when we hear the Lord’ s instructions? Do we hear his voice
and obey the call?
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Healing the Leper JARIWEXUA A In verses 12-16 Luke records the
miraculous healing of a leper who came to Jesus with a wonderful faith.
At the end of verse 12 the leper says “Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make
me clean”. He had no doubts that the Lord could heal him. He was prepared
to await the Lord’ s good pleasure to cleanse him and was ready and
available to co—operate. Here was the kind of heart that Jesus could work
with. This man recognised his need to be healed and knew who alone could
assist him in his need. We too are stricken with mortality and are in need
of the Master’s healing hand. We too need to share the confident trust
of the leper.
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The Man with Palsy Healed and Forgiven #E¥aii A#EEVE AR % In verses
17-26 we are given the record of the healing of the man with palsy. In
this incident, we learn that the Lord had authority to forgive sin. Notice
verses 23 and 24: “Whether is easier to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee;
or to say, Rise up ,and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man
hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of the

palsy, ) say unto thee Arise, and take up thy couch and go into thy house”.
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We are here being taught that there is a close association between sin
and disease. Our fallen state came about with the entry of sin into the
world and with it came disease and death. In the healing of the man with
the palsy we see a paralysed man caused to rise up and walk. Jesus performed



this miracle to demonstrate that he had the authority to forgive sins.
The Lord, who could raise a paralysed man from his bed (as if from the
dead ), clearly must be a servant of Almighty God-only God can give such
power. Here then was one to whom God had delegated His power. He was clearly
one with divine authority and therefore well qualified to forgive sins.
Does not this incident encourage us to have every confidence that the Lord
who we remember today is able to forgiven our sins and raise us up in the
day of his coming again?
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We also learn that in the healing of this man there was opportunity for
others also to be healed. At the end of verse 17 we are told that “the
power of the Lord was present to heal them”. Sadly the attitude of the
scribes and Pharisees caused them to reject this opportunity. Their old
pattern of thinking prevented them embracing the new teaching of the Lord.
It was impossible to put new wine into old bottles.
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The Tax-gatherer Follows the Lord FisifR M3 In verses 27-32 we see the
response of Levi (Matthew) to the Master’ s call in contrast to the response
of the scribes and Pharisees. Levi “left all, rose up and followed him”.
But the scribes and Pharisees murmured in discontent against Jesus for
joining with such as Levi, who had been a publican or hated tax—gatherer
on behalf of the Roman government. Once again the prejudices of the
supposed leaders of the nation of Israel stopped them from seeing the
merciful, saving work of Jesus Christ. The “old garment” thinking of the
scribes and Pharisees could not be patched up with the new teaching of
the Son of man. New wine needed to be put into new bottles that both might
be preserved.
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Our old ways with all their prejudices must be set aside. We have been
called to newness of life. Luke 5 calls upon us to take earnest heed to
the teaching of the Master, to listen to his word and to obey its wisdom
as Peter the fisherman learned to do. It teaches us to recognise our need
of cleansing as did the leper who turned to the only source of hope, the
Master. It reassures us that our Lord has the power to forgive sin. It
exhorts us to leave our old ways behind as did Levi, and to follow Jesus
Christ despite what others in their ignorance and folly might say in
attempting to dissuade us from such a course.
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We come week by week to remember what our Lord did for us, the trial and
great agony he endured that we might by grace have a place in the Kingdom
of God. In his death he demonstrated that the flesh with all of its ways
must be rejected. He showed that his whole confidence was in his Father.
He truly forsook all and followed the living God. Should not then our
response to his work be one of true thankfulness and service? Should we
not long to hear his voice and to earnestly follow him in all things?
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Let us then examine our lives, aligning ourselves with him as we now
partake of the emblems.
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