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Dear Brothers and Sisters ZE% [ i @H4k Our daily readings in the New
Testament have brought us to Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on a young ass.
The multitude welcomed him with coats laid on the roadway and branches
of trees waved and with the words, ”“Save now. Blessed is he that comes
in the name of the Lord. ” A RIRATHT LI 15228 D 21 IS8R5 5 B 2 N HP B 504
I AN, ABATTHERE AR IR B AR B b, JEIRE U RIS, EEE4
Ky, N YFRMIE . 7 The exhortation that we gain from this event is
the certainty that in the Lord Jesus Christ we have one who can save us
out of all our difficulties and who is soon to return as king of the whole
world. Knowing these things makes us determined to follow his example in
our daily lives. We look forward to the Lord’ s return and meanwhile we
meet to remember the way of salvation provided through him. XM-ZZ5Fk
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The Procession into Jerusalem 3 N HEE&HE0A AT

Jesus rode into Jerusalem at the beginning of the week. By the end of the
week, he would be crucified at the cruel hands of the Romans on the wicked
request of the Jews. At the beginning of the week, the Jewish multitude
thought that he was about to save them and be their king. By the end of
the week the same people cried out “crucify him, crucify him” and rejected
him as king. But unknown to them, in his crucifixion he was providing a
way for all men to be saved, whether they are Jews or non—Jews, and whether
they are people who lived in the first century or people who are living
in the twenty—first century. fEM—ANEWITFARMIIR, HEGRYG Ik A HR #
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Verse 1 of Mark 11 refers to Jesus and his disciples coming near to

Jerusalem, to two small towns at the Mount of Olives, Bethphage and Bethany.
The Mount of Olives is the hill just to the east of the old city of Jerusalem.
From the hill you can look down on the area of Jerusalem where the Jewish
Temples once stood. On the opposite side of the hill, lay Bethphage and



Bethany. So from those two small towns, it was a fairly short walk of a
few kilometres to go around the hill, come within sight of the city and
then descend into the city. Hyn[#7r 11 % 1 W SEHRERAI THE CL4 R 2 HE 2%
SHOA BRI, BIORE 1L BRI AP AN INVEEL, AATEERMA R JE o BEOME Lt 7 BIS i 404 2 R
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At Bethphage, Jesus sent two of his disciples to obtain a mother ass and
its colt or foal. Verse 2 of Mark 11 only mentions the colt and not its
mother, but in Matthew 21:2 both the ass and its colt are mentioned. It
seems that Jesus rode firstly the ass and then switched to the colt. #F
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The Prophecy of Zechariah 9:9 HUMWANVHF 9: 9 KHH

The two animals are mentioned in a prophecy of this event in Zechariah
9:9. Please look at this verse. #UMAINEPBIE T/ N, BRI RN S
HBELR T . AR NHMET .

"Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout O daughter of Jerusalem:
Behold your king comes unto you; he is just and having salvation; lowly
and riding upon an ass and upon the colt the foal of an ass” (Zechariah
9:9). B MIRME, NCYRKE IR HEERHA I IEWE, Y30 B, R+
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Fo  (HEmANNEF 9: 9) This prophecy was given at a time when conquering
kings would proudly ride into a city on a war—horse. The Greek General
Alexander the Great was one who rode into Jerusalem in this way as its
conqueror. Although Jesus was the anointed king who one day would rule
from Jerusalem, he entered now not on a war—horse, but upon a lowly ass
and its colt. He came not to conquer, but to provide salvation. Zechariah
says that he came “having salvation”. Other translations say that he came
”saving himself”. In dying a sacrificial death for others, he also saved
himself from his mortality. TEBIXANTE HIAFEAR, 1520 ER I 138 % S W
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Mark 11:2 says that the colt that the disciples were to find had never
been ridden. It is though it had been reserved for the Lord. The colt had



not been broken in. Thus it was a miracle that the colt would walk quietly
with a rider through a shouting crowd. Jesus calmed the colt, just as he
had calmed the sea. Hyn[fE# 11: 2 Ui [ 14E R B2 L3R AT & MK A BN i
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Jews and Gentiles Involved LK AKNINB AN ZYS

The story has a number of sets of two things. There were two villages
(Bethphage and Bethany, verse 1), two disciples were sent to find the
animals (verse 1), the animals were found at a place where two ways met
(verse 4), and there were two animals (the ass and its colt). This points
to the fact that Jesus’ work was for two groups of men and women, namely
Jews and Gentiles. The ass could be a symbol of Israel, for Israel had
behaved like a stubborn ass. The colt upon which no one had ever ridden
could be a symbol of the Gentiles who in time would be tamed by the teaching
of Christ. XANMEIR Z M7 HE B FHAE AL B 1. B, [T
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Whatever the symbols, the reality is that the saving work of the Lord Jesus
is for all men and women. No matter what our race or colour, we can all
come to God through him. We are all brought together into one by our baptism
into saving truth. God is no respecter of persons. LiBIXLERIEE A,
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The Reaction of the Crowd ABEM) NV

The disciples lay their coats across the animals out of respect for the
Lord who sat upon them. As the small party set out on the road to Jerusalem,
they were joined by others who spread their coats upon the ground and who
gathered leaves and palm fronds to carpet the roadway. Many of these would
have been pilgrims who were on the last part of their trip from Galilee
to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover. H-TXIUEAEY I F0EaL, [14E
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By the time the procession reached the highest point of the road and was
in sight of Jerusalem, there was a crowd both in front of and behind Jesus.
The crowd cried out the words in Mark 11:9-10 4BAMAES] T IX 5514 5 i 1)
7, R ] DUE B HR B RIGA )T, HRERET S A AR, 7S nl e

11: 9-10 1, AFFui ]

"Hosanna; Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed be
the kingdom of our father David, that comes in the name of the LORD. Hosanna
in the highest.”

CRVHLAS, Z= T2 K10, BN YFRRI . A BRI IRAR L2 [, & N Y FR
Mo mmfE b, . 7 These words come from Psalm 118:26. Please look
up this verse and read: XG5 HFERERS 118: 26, 15 REBIHIXA)1E:
"Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord”. “HRFIfE4 K, &
AT VA T

Psalm 118 is part of a group of Psalms that was sung by the Jews at their
main feasts, so it would have been in the minds of the pilgrims going up
to Jerusalem. The word “Hosanna” that the crowd used means ”“Save, we pray
thee”. This comes from the previous verse of Psalm 118, namely verse 25,
which reads: “Save now, I beseech thee, 0 Lord”. ks 118 k2 K ALE
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The procession into Jerusalem was all to do with salvation. Remember that
Zechariah 9:9 used the words “having salvation”. Psalm 118:25 has “save
now”. And the name of the rider of the colt — Jesus’, comes from the Hebrew
which means, ’ Yahweh shall save’ — and pointed to the work of saving people
from their sins. HEAHBEEHEA P EA — DI & PRR . I AFAEREm A I 15
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Imagine in your minds the procession moving down the dusty road from the
Mount of Olives towards the Jerusalem. There was such excitement in the
air. They were moving towards ’the city of David’ and in their midst was
a remarkable man in the line of David. The 0ld Testament prophecies spoke
so clearly of the re—establishment of David' s throne. It seemed to the
crowd that the time had come for Jesus to be king. FATAILAAHZ, A
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Please look at some further words from Psalm 118: 19-20. ibFAl14ksE
ke 118: 19-20:

“"Open to me the gates of righteousness; I will go into them and I will
praise the LORD; this gate of the LORD into which the righteous shall
enter”. “ZRIMUT 1. FERELPRUTHRAIAE . XEHRAIARI T, N ELRE
7+, 7 The procession was moving down to the city and would soon enter
through one of its eastern gates. Here could be the time when Jesus would
take the kingdom to himself. But that was not God’ s plan. Now was the time
when righteousness should be seen in Jesus' obedience even unto death.
At his baptism, Jesus had said that he needed to be baptised to show that
God was righteous (Matthew 3:15). In his death, which was now only a few
days away, he would declare God’ s righteousness (Romans 3:25). Now was
not the time to take the kingdom. Rather it was the time to show
righteousness and to work salvation. BAMAZEZEEAIEI T MIE, 1RERARATHE
BN AP —NIRTT T o ATIA R IX BBV it A2 HRBR AT FE i £ 7 1 o {HIX
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That is similar to our situation. We stay away from the things to do with
the government of our countries. We do not become involved with politics.
We believe that God is in control and in that in His own time He will place
the Lord Jesus Christ upon the throne of David. What we must do now is
prepare ourselves for that time and to help others prepare themselves.
We must aim to follow righteousness. We are not righteous ourselves, but
if we have faith in the way of salvation and try to put into action our
faith, then God will count us righteous. (Romans 3:26). XXJF&A 1M
E—FER) . BATE B RATEZA RBUAFBUGN R F1E, BAIALLA BB
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The Fig Tree At RHt

Mark 11:11 tells us that after entering into the Temple area, Jesus
returned that night with his disciples to Bethany. Jesus was not taking
any advantage from his great popularity that day and so retired to the
obscurity of Bethany, where his close friends Mary and Martha and Lazarus
lived. Ty 11: 11 W VRdRAlT, fEBEAN R Jo, HRERATAE 10 3 [a] 3]
TAAK)E  BRERIFBEA R NA DR A PR 4, Al EREBR 3R 21 7 JS e SR P41
KJE, FEMS A b2 %5 A SR AR, Hos s 4 .«



How did Jesus spend that night at Bethany? We do not know, but judging
from other events, part of the night would have been spent in prayer to
His Father. After the intense emotion of the day, Jesus would speak to
His Father all his thoughts. He would probably speak about the great change
that would come upon the city. That day the people were so responsive,
but Jesus knew that that would not last. They soon would reject him, just
as they had rejected all God’ s prophets and would suffer terribly for their
failure to bring forth fruit to God. HP®KAEAHKJE 4&unfa] & ik A8 —A e I
We? FRATIANGNIE , (H N ILAh Ry S FA Trr LA, BRI L, A AH = — &6 70 I [a)
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This was shown over the next two days with the fig tree that had no fruit.
Mark 11:13 says that the fig tree that Jesus and disciples passed on the
way back to Jerusalem had leaves. This gave it the appearance of being
fruitful, but it provided nothing to eat. It showed promise, but provided
disappointment. Jesus said that no one would ever eat of the tree. By the
next morning, the tree had dried up — see Mark 11:20-21. Wy R2ZJ5, HF
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This even was a parable of Israel. They looked promising, but failed to
produce any fruit to God. They were about to reject God s own son. God
would send upon them the Roman armies that would make their city desolate.
X LAY AR 0T LB R — AN Lo o AT 18 R A BRI, AH ) f AN S5 AT 11
R aik, AR IRE ST LA LT T o PR LR B BANAZARATT, AT T
WA A 5iIE. This acted parable challenges us also. As baptised
believers we are called to bring forth fruit to God. Turn up Galatians
5:22-23 to see a list of the fruits that we must show in our lives: iX
AN IR PGS AT TR Uit A — ki . A %2 TURIIELE, Bdl 19 ph
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“But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,

gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance (self-control)”. “2&
RITERT, Wil %, =505, M, 2, B, R¥E, H5%, W, Wil
XEE S, WA 25 1.7 These are the fruits that we must show to others.
They are the fruits that Christ showed so abundantly and we need to follow



his example. JXEEHLEIATE M NRILBATE A P A IR T KR T
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Cleansing the Temple V&%

The final part of Mark 11 we will look at for exhortation is verses 15
to 17. Please read those verses. Sy 11 & d o Ges 25 Fedl TV 1F) 2 56
154 177 “And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into the temple,
and began to cast out them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew
the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves;
And would not suffer that any man should carry any vessel through the
temple. And he taught, saying unto them, Is it not written, My house shall
be called of all nations the house of prayer? but ye have made it a den
of thieves”. “fBATIRBIHFERHGS, HRORIEANER, A HEBEAERSZMA, #E
AR N7, M T2 NIEET. WAV ANEERE B .
ATV, & ARG UL, FRIPBLFR R 7 B #1512 RAT TR e B
MRS T . 7 When Jesus arrived in the Temple area, he found it filled
with all the commercialism of Jewish traders seeking to make a profit from
the worship of the pilgrims to Jerusalem. A place of worship had been
changed into a place of monetary gain. HFS&KZ| T EEATAE M T, Ath <IN
S HR MR SZIPERN , ABAT TR ARG PO LL 2 HR E 42 sHFE N 5 ek, —
AN I AR R T MR 7 . Just as he had done three years
before, Jesus swept through the Temple Courts turning out all those who
bought and sold, scattering the coins over the pavement as he overturned
the tables of the moneychangers. W% —4EuT—#FFE, HEBE X —RiG1E T %8
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His voice clearly was heard above the scurrying footsteps: “Is it not
written, My house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer? But
you have made it a den of thieves.” fim A ¥i: “& EARLICEH W, KN
TR R 7 R R 2 P S 2 RAT B O s T .

The Jews of that generation had shown themselves unworthy of the grace
of God and were rejected, though God s promises to His people would still
be fulfilled with a later generation of Jews. BARF G 1 B B N AE
Ja AR IR NS EASREESZEL, AHRANFEARRIE RN il 7 R, 4 ol 5 48
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For us, the exhortation is clear. We come today to remember God s Son who
made a way of prayer open to the Father. Through his sacrificial work,
we can come to God through our advocate, the Lord IX#f Iyl A 1m =
SEHRI . TATASREBESE —BAGHILT, Mo FAIIEAE T 47T LLn) #fi%4
TIERE . RO RERES, FA T Re T 32, FRATI b R R T



Jesus Christ, seeking forgiveness and seeking strength to walk a path of
life that will lead to his kingdom, when in the earth there will be a new
House of Prayer to which all nations will flow. Meanwhile we eat bread
and drink wine to remember the Lord until he comes. HFSRFEES, HBASKII)
TRGEA, RPN &, LAl AT LAAT 7R IE n At R ] (R b, A A ST R
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Questions for discussion after the Meeting <5 BRI iTiL:

1. Psalm 118 contains two more verses that are quoted in the gospels. The
verses are 22 and 23. Where are they quoted and what do they mean? i3
Fii 118 J Ay P Y AR AR o PP T T XY 22 A 23 . T R ARATTR
AT RS I, A A X2

2. Look at a map to see where Bethany was in relation to Jerusalem. How
far was it to walk from Bethany to Jerusalem? About how long would it take
to walk there and back? &FHHE, FHLEMARIER ARG E . BHEMEBEEHT
BIIRFR . MAKJEEZIEBEE A 2120 ? LEAH K e FNHR BSR4 )k [n]— i %
K] 2

3. When Jesus rode toward Jerusalem on the colt of the ass, the people
cried out, “Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord” (Mark 11:9).
In another gospel record, Jesus himself says these same words. When did
he say these words and what was he talking about on that occasion? 4
HISEA B B 3E N HE BRI TR iz, AATTmomekag vl “ = E 44K, N Y FRART)
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4. Where do these quotes come from in the 01d Testament, “Is it not written,
My house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer? But you have
made it a den of thieves.” Consider why Jesus quoted these words at that
time LA NINLT 5 HIHAMAT Al 7?2 “4 EARCHEU, FRIBAFR R )T EH
PS5 I 2 RAT MBI e o sy 17 AR ARHRER 4 I A A4 255 | X 2615
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5. Discuss the conversation between Jesus and the scribes and elders in
Mark 11:27-33. & FAD A& 11: 27-33 5, HRGRAN S K2 1A 11 %
ific * Why did the scribes and elders ask Jesus who gave him authority?
Ji At SR E ) B kA 2 IS LA B B 2 % Why did Jesus not give
them a direct answer? HRfK AT AANEHBLAMMAINEZE? * Why didn’ t they
want to answer Jesus question about the baptism of John the Baptist? fif
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