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Beloved brothers and sisters, E% 150 i AHKA]:

We send our greetings to you from the ecclesia in Hong Kong. FHFHs#<:
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Today, we will learn about righteousness. And to learn about righteousness
we will commence by a consideration of the fifteen verses from Romans 9:30
to 10:11. But to set the scene let me outline three characteristics of
Romans and these fifteen verses in particular: S RKRIFENTEFIPZ EH 9
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1. The apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans deals extensively with
"righteousness”. A way of weighting this is to note that the word
“righteousness” occurs ninety two times in the new testament and to note
that more than one third of these uses, in fact thirty six of them, occur
in the letter to the Romans! ffi4E{R 2 E S 25 B H Hos (P45 HOKR R b i) iR
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2. Perhaps more remarkably, of these thirty six instances in the letter
to the Romans, exactly one third of them occur in our fifteen verses. So
it is plain from this that the end of Romans 9 and the beginning of Romans
10 are especially important for understanding scripture’ s teaching about
righteousness. That’s a good reason for taking these verses as our
starting point. P REREA NPRATIZ, &' 545 HOCTIX— 301 36 ih A 1/3
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3. Another aspect of Romans 9 and 10 is that the apostle Paul makes
extensive reference to the prophet Isaiah. And the fifteen verses we have
under consideration are bounded by the repeated quotation of one
particular prophecy which the margins in your bibles will tell you is from
Isaiah 28:16: “whosoever believes on him shall not be ashamed” (Rom 9:33;
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Before we explore what the apostle teaches about righteousness let’ s each
ask our self a couple of questions. The first question is this, when you
think of “righteousness”, what is it that comes to your mind? Do you think
about the things that you should be doing in order to walk in a right way
before God? Do you think, perhaps, of those things you should have done
or not done last week in order that you could be righteous? Let’ s each
ask our self another question, when you think of “God’ s righteousness”,
what is it that comes to your mind? Is it that you think of his righteous
judgments against sin? Do you fear the righteousness of God because of
its retribution against unrighteousness? And this is a critical question
because one of the things that the apostle teaches us in Romans 10 is that
Israel of the flesh, to their shame, were “ignorant of God’ s
righteousness” (Rom 10:3). I'm sure you will agree that this is not
something we want to be said about us! Now, in our consideration of
righteousness we will bring scripture’ s answer to these questions and
perhaps discover some surprising things. fERATHRZRGLELR D XA L IHI#L
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So, to commence the development of our understanding, let’ s examine the
repeated quotation of Isaiah 28:16 in Romans 9 and 10. & T #F—20Ff#,
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Please turn to Romans 9:30. Read Romans 9:30-33. 1EHIZ% 54 9 & 30
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Here we see that the words “whosoever believes on him shall not be ashamed”
in Romans 9:33 are quoted from Isaiah 28:16 to explain something about
why “the nations... have attained to righteousness” (Rom 9:30) whereas
Israel “has not attained to the law of righteousness” (Rom 9:31). Al
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Now please turn to Romans 10:10. Read Romans 10:10, 11. i&HFH% 2 545 10
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Here we see that the words “whosoever believes on him shall not be ashamed”
in Romans 10:11 are quoted to explain something about how “with the heart
man believes to righteousness” (Rom 10:10). XHTAMIHFERES SH 10 &=
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So it is plain that the repeated quotation from Isaiah 28:16 is used to
explain the apostle’ s teaching about righteousness. With this realisation
it is good that we turn to Isaiah 28 to understand what it is that Paul
is resting upon in his teaching. So please turn to Isaiah 28:14. FrLA
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Now we see our word, “righteousness” in Isaiah 28:17. It is used about
the righteous judgments of God against lies. But there is something

strange about this use of “righteousness”; it is the only time in the whole
of Isaiah 28 that the word is used and it hardly serves as an explanation
for Paul’ s teaching about righteousness in Romans 9 and 10; how, for

example, does this verse explain something about how “with the heart man
believes to righteousness” as we saw it is used in Romans 10? It doesn’ t,
does it! There is another thing that is strange in Isaiah 28. Notice the
words at the end of Isaiah 28:16, “he that believes shall not make haste”.
These are the words that are said to be quoted twice in Romans 9 and 10
but the second half of this quotation is different from the new testament.
Isaiah says “shall not make haste” whereas Romans says “shall not be

ashamed”. So what’s going on? Helpfully, there is a single solution to
these strange things which teaches us a great deal about righteousness!
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The solution lies in recognising that “shall not be ashamed” in Romans
9 and 10 is quoted from a distinct old testament source. Actually, “not
ashamed”, occurs quite frequently throughout the old testament but the
instance we will examine follows a few years later in Isaiah’ s prophecy.
Please turn to Isaiah 45:17 to see this. XAJpEIE TR 545 9 &=
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Read Isaiah 45:17. There, in the second half of this verse, you see the
words “you shall not be ashamed” and these are the words which are quoted
at the end of each of Romans 9:33 and 10:11. So when Paul says, “whosoever
believes in him shall not be ashamed” he is combining together quotations
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Let’ s consider the context. Isaiah 45 is a prophecy about Cyrus, a king
of the Persians, through whom the house of Israel was restored to their
land after their captivity in Babylon. But principally it is about our
Lord Jesus Christ of whom Cyrus is a figure. Now the word “righteousness”
occurs extensively in this chapter. Let’ s read each of the uses to learn
what it teaches us and what it is that Paul is resting upon in his teaching.
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Look at Isaiah 45:8. Read Isaiah 45:8. We learn something critical in this
verse about righteousness: I, Yahweh have created it”. Righteousness is
not something that we create, it is created by God. And, as we shall see
as we examine Isaiah 45 further, righteousness always and only comes forth
from God. Isaiah 45:8 also shows us that righteousness pours down from
the skies, from God, and that when the earth is opened, salvation and
righteousness spring up together. Perhaps it is unexpected for us but this
verse teaches us that God s righteousness is bound up with our salvation!
This is not a righteousness that those to whom salvation is promised should
fear! As Paul teaches when he brings together righteousness and salvation:
“with the heart man believes to righteousness; and with the mouth

confession is made to salvation” (Rom 10:11). ibIRAIFEZLAZEN H 45 &
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Next look at Isaiah 45:13. Read Isaiah 45:13. The one raised up here is
the Lord Jesus Christ. We learn that he is “raised up in righteousness”
and this requires that Jesus was righteous, as illustrated by God saying
he will “direct all his ways”. However, the expression “in righteousness”
is a description of the creative purpose that God has in raising up Christ;
it is God’ s righteousness that is in God’ s purpose when he sends his son
into the world for our salvation to, as the verse says, “let go [God s]
captives”. And as Paul says in Romans ”“God has set forth [Jesus]... to
declare his righteousness” (Rom 3:25,26). Thus we see that God s
righteousness features in God’ s purpose in the salvation of men. Again,
this is not a righteousness that those who are promised salvation should
fear. And again, it does not speak of any righteousness that we perform
but of the righteousness of God alone. #: FKFHLIFEW P 45 & 13 4573k
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Now turn to Isaiah 45:18. Read Isaiah 45:18,19. We see here that it is
God who speaks “righteousness”. As we noted when God is described as the
creator of righteousness, it is God that is the source of righteousness
not man. But let’s note why God says he speaks righteousness; he is

opposing an idea that it is a vain thing that Jacob, the house of Israel,
should seek God. Rather, God has instructed all men to seek him, not in
vain, but that the earth should be inhabited to the glory of God and through
the salvation of men (Is 45:18). And so we see again how it is that God’ s
righteousness and the wonderful free gift of salvation offered to men are
bound up together. IAETEHEIFILAZENL 1 45 75 18, 19 19: 7 G R A HRHI4E,
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Go forward now to Isaiah 45:21. Read Isaiah 45:21, 22. Consistent with what
has been taught earlier in Isaiah 45, God here is said to be both a
"righteous God” and a “saviour”. As this verse states, there is no god
else beside this true God! Only the true God is able perfectly to bring
together righteousness and salvation. Truly our God is a righteous God
and a saviour! Isaiah 45:22 explains again that when God speaks in
righteousness, it is not in vain that his people should seek him; as he
says: “Look to me, and be saved all the ends of the earth”! Jews, and all
nations are invited here to look to the righteous God and saviour, that
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Now before continuing our review of “righteousness” in Isaiah 45, let’s
pause to reflect upon this wonderful thing about God’ s righteousness. We
have seen that it is God’ s righteousness that is at the heart of God s
purpose in saving us from sin and death! For each one of us that has
responded to God s promise of salvation, God s righteousness is not
something to fear! {EARZEWELATE A 45 T 28 SCZ AT, iEFRATE =2 )Ls
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How can this be when we saw in Isaiah 28 that “righteousness” was used
about the judgments of God against men? It is indeed the case that, left
to the works of our own hands, we will die through the righteous judgments
of God. The men in Isaiah 28 were like this. They said: “we have made a
covenant with death... the overflowing scourge...shall not come to us”
(Is 28:15). These men thought they would be preserved because they had
worked with their own hands to make a covenant with death; they were

endeavouring to establish righteousness through the works of their own
hands. But for those who are promised salvation, it is God’ s righteousness
not our own through which we are saved! And this is what Isaiah 45 proceeds
to teach us. So let’s see this by continuing at Isaiah 45:23. HIATN
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Read Isaiah 45:23. This continues the theme that righteousness issues
forth from God. As before, his righteousness is in his word and the
righteous word speaks of his work in the Lord Jesus Christ. God says the
word of righteousness “shall not return” and it shall not return because
”it will accomplish that which [God] pleases” (Is 45:23; 55:11). Now the
marvellous thing that the word of righteousness accomplishes is that we,
who are born sinners, who fall short of the glory of God, are made the
righteousness of God. This is what the remainder of Isaiah 45 teaches us.
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Continue at Isaiah 45:24. Read Isaiah 45:24. This is very clear. When we
think of righteousness, should we be thinking about the things that we
do so that we can be righteous? No! When asked about our righteousness
our answer should be “in Jesus have I righteousness”. Righteousness is
not of ourselves, we are counted righteous “freely by [God s] grace
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus... through faith” (Rom
3:24,25). And the next verse confirms this, which we will now read. %%
S5 DAL 45 72 24 745" N TR, 2 X\ B8y, MESZE - T- BRI A N6 5 1)
i, FLIAMB R, 2535, 7 AERE R . FRATRVE A K, 2Nz 22
PRIFRATT B AR ek M 2 AN IR 2 ATl 2 FRATT ) S, AT T2 2 I it
"IRSELHRERFR X o A NARIRANTE O, IR SR “S2pfr Ui, DL R
BRI, fE ANME, SEEHRR . ... 7 (B4 3:24,25) . F—iEH
TR, BAIRES

Read Isaiah 45:25. All the seed of Israel shall be made righteous in the
Lord Jesus Christ. TELAZENAS 45 35 25 A7 : " LA 1K) )5 B, #R 0 DR HE A A4 FR
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This, my dear brothers and sisters, is the righteousness which is of faith.
And this is the teaching of the apostle Paul in Romans. But before
returning to Romans to conclude, let us notice another aspect of the
teaching in Isaiah 45. We have seen from the way that Paul combines Isaiah
28 and Isaiah 45 that whosoever believes in Jesus shall not be ashamed.
May this be true of us, beloved brothers and sisters! But Isaiah 45 tells
us about those who will be ashamed. Please go back to Isaiah 45:16. Read
Isaiah 45:16. Here we see that those who will be ashamed are those who



make idols, the works of their own hands. And we learn in Isaiah that these
people believed that the works of their own hands would save them. See
what Isaiah says in Isaiah 45:20. Read Isaiah 45:20. These people “pray
to a god that cannot save” and yet they clearly believed the works of their
own hands could save them! We will see now the relevance of this to the
teaching of the apostle Paul in Romans. FkoE2Z1020 W GHEE, X2 RS FR
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Please turn to Romans 10:3. Read Romans 10:3. We have noted before that
Israel after the flesh were ignorant of God s righteousness. We see a
consequence of it here: they went about “to establish their own
righteousness” and we have seen from Isaiah 28 and 45 that this amounts
to a belief that they can be saved by the works of their own hands. Can
we achieve this brothers and sisters? Can we attain to righteousness
through our own works? Emphatically no! Look at Romans 9:31, 32 again. Read
Romans 9:31, 32. Why didn’ t Israel attain to righteousness? Because they
sought it by the works of the law, they sought to establish their own
righteousness. And as we have seen from Isaiah 45, to behave as though
we can establish righteousness through the works of our own hands is as
vain as worshipping a piece of wood! HEHFIE 545 10 ¥ 3 457 KA
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So what must we do? As we saw in Romans 10:3, we must submit to “the
righteousness of God”. And we have seen in Isaiah 45 what this means, we
must believe with the heart and confess with the mouth, “in Jesus have
I righteousness”. And why are we granted this righteousness freely,
through God’ s grace? Turn to Romans 9:30 again. Read Romans 9:30. We have
righteousness through faith. As Paul says twice, quoting from Isaiah 28
and 45, “whosoever believes on him shall not be ashamed”. What a wonderful



thing it is that God freely gives to us! Through his righteousness declared
in the Lord Jesus Christ we are saved freely, by grace. Unworthy servants
though we are, he saves us and counts us righteous through faith. [t
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Now in conclusion, you may wonder, is it irrelevant that I should be
obedient? Absolutely not! But what we have seen is that we must not count
our obedience as the righteousness of our own works before God. God is
the creator of righteousness and it is he that freely counts us righteous
through faith. He makes us righteous even though we fall short of the glory
of God. It is God, our saviour, who clothes us with righteousness in Christ
Jesus. But, you may ask, what is the purpose of obedience? Please turn
to Romans 6:16. Read Romans 6:16-18. Brothers and sisters, when we reflect
upon the depths of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God,
is not this our united response, “God be thanked” (Rom 6:17)?And thus the
love of God constrains us no longer to be the “slaves of sin” but to be
the “slaves of righteousness” and to fulfil God s promises in us. And what
is it to be the “slaves of righteousness”? Look a little later in Romans
6 to verse 22. Read Romans 6:22. When we are the “slaves of righteousness”
we are “slaves to God” because our obedience from the heart shows forth
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And so, beloved brothers and sisters, as we share the memory of the Lord
Jesus Christ in eating bread and drinking the fruit of the vine, let us
rejoice that our obedience from the heart shows forth the righteousness
of God not our own. Let us remember that it is not in the works of our



hands that righteousness is to be found, for the fruit of those things
is that we will be ashamed. Let us believe with our heart and confess with
our mouth that it is in Jesus that God has freely granted to us
righteousness. Let us trust in our heart that we shall not be ashamed.
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